
 

 

 
 
 

 

September/October  Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
Welcome back to a new school year. A special welcome to the new children & their 
parents/guardians who have joined our school community.  
 
We would also like to thank you most sincerely for your co-operation with the new procedures due 
to Covid 19 restrictions. We appreciate that it is a difficult time for everyone and we also appreciate 
the support received in implementing these procedures. While we may appear to be very strict in 
enforcing the procedures please know that we have the very best of intentions and these are to 
remain Covid free, remain open and to ensure that our school is a safe and happy environment for 
our children. We would also echo the appeals of Nphet, especially at the moment in light of rising 
numbers, to restrict your contacts and your movements, and to observe social distancing at all 
times, as well as mask wearing and hand hygiene.  

Together, we can help to keep our school Covid free. 
 
As we embark on another school year I would be grateful if you would give your attention to the 
following: 
 
Board of Management: The current Board of Management is Fr. Tom Gilroy, (Chairperson),  
Ms. Mary Moriarty, Ms Sinead Scully, Ms Deirdre Yeates, Ms Mary Daly, Mr. Alan Wright, Mr. Francis 
Murtagh & Mr. Micheál Forde.  
 
Absenteeism/Attendance: In the event of your child being absent please use your Aladdin App to 
inform the school. The Education Welfare Act 2000 became law on 5th July 2002. This act is about 
promoting school attendance & places obligations on parents & schools to ensure regular 
attendance. Schools are obliged to monitor school attendance & to report to the National Welfare 
Board, the name of any pupil who is absent for an aggregate of 20 days or more in a school year. 
This is a legal requirement on schools & one where there is no discretion.  
We would be grateful for your co-operation in this matter. 

 
Collecting your child: When it is necessary for a pupil to leave the school early, please inform the 
school in advance. Parents/Guardians are asked to call personally to the school to collect the child & 
to accompany the child to the school on his/her return. Due to Covid 19 restrictions we are asking 
Parents /Guardians to ring the school office when you arrive where you child/children will be 
escorted to meet you and you will be asked to ‘sign-out ‘ / ‘sign –in ‘ your child. Any person 
collecting a child on behalf of a parent will be permitted to take the child only if the parent contacts 
the school beforehand & indicates that he/she has expressly authorized the person to collect the 
child on his/her behalf. Office hours are 9.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. 
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Uniform: Children should wear the complete school uniform at all times, whether formal or 
informal. Sportswear should be worn for Football. We would appreciate if tracksuits were plain navy 
(Dunnes, Penneys, M&S etc) rather than branded tracksuits bearing Logos. P.E. is scheduled for 
Infants on Wednesday, so they should wear tracksuits on this day. This term the G.A.A. Football 
Coach is working with 1st– 6th classes on Thursdays. Please ensure your child has a mouth guard.  
This year we also have available in the Office School Crests which can be sewn onto garments.  
They cost €6 each.  
 
Identification: All uniform, tracksuit, footwear, coats, books etc. should bear the owner’s name so 
that it can be identified if mislaid.  
 
Appointments: Again due to Covid 19 restrictions we will not be meeting with parents until guidance 
has been received from the Department of Education. In line with current HSE advice, staff are 
limiting the number of people that they have contact with. Unfortunately this includes 
parents/guardians. However if you wish to speak with any member of staff this will be facilitated by 
phone. If, at any time, you would like to speak with a staff member please phone in advance for an 
appointment.  
 
Homework: Please check your child’s homework nightly & sign the homework journal. Because of 
the uncertainty around the Covid 19 effects on our school, staff and children have been putting in 
place and practising using digital communication platforms. These include ‘SeeSaw’ and ‘Google 
classroom’. This is in case that they are needed again, children will know what to do and how to do 
it.  
 
Survey: Parents will shortly receive  a survey via the Aladdin App regarding your access to computer 
equipment and the quality of broadband that each family has access to. Your responses will be 
confidential. This is to ascertain difficulties that may exist accessing school work provided online.  
 
Telephone: Mobile phones may not be brought to or used in school. This also includes expensive 
items such as Ipods, Ipads, Nintendos etc. 
 
Communication: The school uses the Aladdin App to communicate important messages to 
parents.  Accordingly, it is very important that we have an up-to-date mobile number for 
you.  Please inform the school if your contact number has changed over the summer.  An emergency 
contact number should also be supplied to the school. The Newsletter will also be available on the 
school website. 
 
Healthy Eating: Healthy Eating & a Healthy diet are always on the agenda in schools. The school is 
continuing with its Healthy Lunch Policy, which was to have been reviewed last year, but hopefully 
will be this year. Sweet items such as bars and crisps etc. are discouraged & chewing gum is strictly 
forbidden.  All the children are aware of the importance of having a Healthy Diet. We would 
encourage Parents to have a look at the Healthy Lunch Policy which is on the school Website & to 
encourage children to make Healthy food choices. We would also like to take this opportunity to 
remind you that Coralstown N.S. is a Nut Free School. The food Pyramid has changed recently and to 
help Parents/Guardians, the HSE & Safe Food have published an information booklet which can be 
accessed at this link  
 https://www2.hse.ie/file-library/health-eating-active-living/healthy-lunchboxes.pdf 
The support & encouragement of Parents with our Healthy Lunch Policy is much appreciated. 
 
Holidays: The school calendar for 2020 – 2021 is enclosed with this Newsletter. It is also posted on 
the school website. 
 
Maths Week: Maths Week Ireland is running this week. This year it runs from 10th to 18th of October 
& we hope to participate in some of the Math’s Activities being organized for it. Further details can 
be found at http://www.mathsweek.ie   
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Science Week: Science Week 2019 runs from 8th until 15th November. We always host activities here 
in Coralstown N.S. for Science Week. Further details can be found at 
http://www.sfi.ie/engagement/science-week. 
 
DPSM Award: (Discover Primary Science and Maths Award) Because of Covid 19 lockdown in March 
the closing date for the 2019-2020 Award was extended to 30th September and once again the staff 
in Coralstown N.S. were able to complete their application and again received the Award for 2019 - 
2020. This year it included activities which children conducted from home and indeed the following 
is an extract from the commendation received: 
“I am particularly impressed with the use you made of Technology during the lockdown - you 
illustrated communication between home and school very well”.      
Well done to Mr. Forde who co-ordinated the application for 2019 – 2020 Award and who has 
already started on the 2020-2021 Award. 
 
Cycling: It has been great to see so many children cycling to school during September. Here in school 
we encourage all forms of activity and this includes cycling. It is a great credit to parents that 
children cycle wearing helmets and Hi-Vis vests. If your child needs a Hi-Vis vest, please let us know 
and we can provide one. Also please ensure that your child/children have a very good knowledge of 
the rules of the road. The following link has resources which parents/guardians may find helping 
when discussing/teaching the rules of the road and safety on the road. 
https://www.cycleright.ie/resource 
 
Every year in Coralstown the children participate in a ‘Cycling Program’. Unfortunately this year due 
to the Covid 19 closure the children in 5th & 6th didn’t get to participate as it was due to run after the 
Easter break and was cancelled. However we are hopeful that it will continue again this school year 
but it will not be until 2021.  We have now started the work for our 4th Green Flag & the theme this 
year is Transport. It will tie in nicely with the interest that the children have in cycling.  
 
Karate: Karate classes have been suspended due to Covid 19 restrictions. 
 
Trumpet: Trumpet classes have also been suspended due to Covid 19 restrictions.  
 
6th Class Graduation: The Class of 2020 had their Graduation on September 24th last in St. Agnes 
Church. It was a beautiful celebration where all the social distancing guidelines were observed. 
Thank you to Fr. Tom for the use of the church as the school couldn’t have hosted the event. All the 
children had a lovely evening and it was great to see them all doing so well and enjoying their new 
school lives in secondary school. Thank you to Mrs. Fox who organised the event, the gifts for the 
children and who made it so special for each child.  
 
1st Communion: Unfortunately the First Communion ceremony was again a casualty of the ongoing 
Covid 19 pandemic. The children were due to have their celebration on October the 10th last but it 
was postponed again. However we hope to have it in the Spring of 2021, when we hope to be able 
to meet again safely.  
 
Insurance: The Allianz pupil personal insurance scheme is continuing again this year. This provides 
24/7 cover for children for activities both in and out of school. If you would still like to avail of the 
scheme please return the form to Sue in the office before this Thursday 15th October.  
 
Book Bills: Book bills were released late in the summer this year and we are very grateful to 
parents/guardians who have already submitted their payments. Payments can be made via the 
Aladdin App and If you wish you may do so in instalments. We would be grateful if you could do so 
by 23rd October which is the day of the Halloween holidays.  
Because swimming and trumpet lessons were cancelled last year due to the Covid 19 closure, some 
families are due refunds for these activities. We are currently processing these and we will be able 
to offset these monies against fees not already paid. If you are due a refund and have paid your fees 
already we will be giving the refund separately.  
If any family is experiencing difficulties please contact the Principal.  
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Parents Association AGM: The Parents Association AGM which usually takes place in September has 
been postponed due to Covid 19 restrictions.  
I would like to thank most sincerely the P.A. for all the super work they did last year. They provided 
many enjoyable evenings which unfortunately we will not be able to participate in this year such as 
the very successful Family Scarecrow event at Halloween and the Bake Sale. They provided 
Refreshments  and the ‘Cuppa’ after the First Friday Masses and Grandparents Day. The PA were 
also on hand to help with reviewing School Policies such as ‘Covid 19 Policy Statement and Risk 
Assessment”. This was a huge body of work where guidance was issued from the DES late in the 
summer and the PA were on hand to provide support, feedback and suggestions at very short notice 
to ensure the Policy was in place for the opening of the new school year. Thank you to the 
parents/guardians who engaged with this. 
We are indebted to all parents/guardians for their help and support throughout the year. Your work 
enhances the experiences of our children and every child benefits from your involvement in this 
work in our school.  
I would like to thank most sincerely Kerrie and her dedicated team who represented the 
Parents/Guardians of Coralstown N.S. this year. You were a pleasure to work with, and I look 
forward to continuing the great work of the PA when we are once again able to meet and work 
towards providing a safe and happy place for the children of Coralstown N.S. 

Board of Management: 
At a recent Board meeting the following policies were ratified:  

- Child Safe Guarding Statement, Child Safeguarding Risk Assessment & Checklist for Review 
of Child Safeguarding Statement  

The following policies were reviewed:  
- Supervision Policy, Anti-Bullying Policy, Anti-Cyber Bullying Policy, Induction of new & Infant 

children, Intimate care & toileting Policy, Job Sharing Policy, School Attendance & Statement 
of Strategy for School Attendance;  

The following policies were reviewed in light of changing procedures due to Covid 19:  
- Acceptable Use Policy & Leave of Absence Policy; 

The board also agreed to painting of the two Learning Support Rooms, the old staff room which is 
now the Isolation room and of course the very striking red at the front of the school. 
We would like to thank the Board of Management who oversee all this work and who constantly 
strive to keep the school safe, looking well & in a very well maintained condition.  
 
Dates for your Diary: 

• Maths Week – 10th to 18th October 
• Science Week – 8th to 15th November 
• Halloween Holidays 26th to 30th October 

Is mise le meas,  

      Mary Daly, Príomh Oide  

 

 

Please remember Coralstown N.S. is a nut free school. Please ensure no nuts in any form are 
brought into the school. 

 
Internet Safety Tips - www.webwise.ie/parents https://zeeko.ie/primary-schools 

https://zeeko.ie/blog https://zeeko.ie/internet-safety-guide 
 

Coralstown N.S. Website is www.coralstown.ie 

 

Office Hours are 9.30 am until 1.30 p.m. 

https://zeeko.ie/internet-safety-guide
http://www.coralstown.ie/
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